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m i c r o f i c h e ,  s l i d e s ,  and bound t y p e s c r i p t s  of t h e  work and r eco rds  
o f  some of the335  c h i l d r e n ,  ages 4 - 1 4 ,  who have a t t ended  t h e  
P r o s p e c t  School from 1965 t o  t h e  p r e s e n t .  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE REFERENCE E D I T I O N  OF THE PROSPECT ARCHIVE 

This  Reference E d i t i o n  of t h e  P rospec t  Archive i s  

i n t e n d e d  t o  g i v e  s c h o l a r s  and e d u c a t o r s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  r e sou rces  

o f  t h e  P rospec t  Archive wh i l e  e n s u r i n g  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of t h e  

c h i l d r e n  involved and minimizing d e p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  work i t s e l f .  

The Reference E d i t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of  mic ro f i che  and s l i d e  

r e p r o d u c t i o n s  of t h e  work of some of t h e  c h i l d r e n  r ep re sen ted  i n  

t h e  Archive,  a long  w i t h  e d i t e d  t y p e s c r i p t s  of  d e s c r i p t i v e  school  

r e c o r d s  on them. 

The Archive from which t h e  Reference E d i t i o n  i s  drawn i s  

a  c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  work and r e c o r d s  of over  300 c h i l d r e n  who 

have a t t e n d e d  t h e  P rospec t  School s i n c e  i t s  founding i n  1 9 6 5 .  

Both t h e  Archive and School a r e  p a r t  of  t h e  P rospec t  Center  i n  

North  Bennington, Vermont, which a l s o  i n c l u d e s  programs of 

t e a c h e r  and a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h ,  and e v a l u a t i o n .  

D e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  School ,  Arch ive ,  and t h e  Reference 

E d i t i o n  fo l low.  I t  is  hoped t h a t  t h e s e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  g i v e  

u s e r s  of  t h e  Reference E d i t i o n  neces sa ry  and h e l p f u l  in format ion  

a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  work and r e c o r d s ,  t h e  c o n t e x t  

i n  which they  were c r e a t e d ,  and t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  Archive,  and 

a b o u t  t h e  Reference E d i t i o n .  

I t  i s  unders tood  t h a t  t h e  Reference E d i t i o n  cannot  



s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  f o r  c e r t a i n  k i n d s  of 

s t u d i e s ,  no t ab ly  t h o s e  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  a r twork .  P rospec t  Cen te r  

w i l l  respond t o  r e q u e s t s  f o r  s c h o l a r l y  and e d u c a t i o n a l  use  of t h e  

o r i g i n a l s  w i t h i n  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  

and s t a f f  suppor t .  

THE PROSPECT SCHOOL 

The P rospec t  School i s  a  smal l  p r i v a t e  school  housed i n  

two o l d  houses i n  r u r a l  Vermont. There a r e  c u r r e n t l y  ( i n  1985 ) 

abou t  68 s t u d e n t s  ages  4 -1 /2  t o  1 4 ,  t h r e e  f u l l - t i m e  t e a c h e r s ,  a  

p r i n c i p a l  who a l s o  heads  t h e  Cente r  a s  a  whole, and some 

a d d i t i o n a l  par t - t ime  t e a c h i n g  and s u p p o r t  s t a f f .  The c lass rooms 

are ar ranged  and p rov i s ioned  f o r  a  cu r r i cu lum,  d e s c r i b e d  more 

f u l l y  l a t e r ,  t h a t  emerges from c h i l d r e n ' s  i n t e r e s t s  a s  s t a t e d  i n  

t h e i r  work. The S c h o o l ' s  gu id ing  p r i n c i p l e  was a r t i c u l a t e d  by 

F r i e d r i c h  Froebel  over  150 y e a r s  ago: 

The purpose of t e a c h i n g  and i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  t o  b r i n g  
e v e r  more - o u t  of man r a t h e r  t han  t o  p u t  more i n t o  him; 
f o r  t h a t  which can g e t  i n t o  man, we a l r e a d y  know and 
posses s  a s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  of mankind; what human n a t u r e  
i s  y e t  t o  deve lop ,  t h a t  we do n o t  y e t  know. --The 
Education o f  Man, NY:  D .  Appleton & Co., 1899. 

The School has  been based on a  commitment t o  t e a c h i n g  a s  

d i v e r s e  a  range of c h i l d r e n  a s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h i n  a  school  s e t t i n g  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  o rganized  and equipped t o  respond t o  t h a t  d i v e r s i t y .  

S u b s t a n t i a l  s c h o l a r s h i p  a i d  has  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  school  popu la t ion  

r e f l e c t i v e  of t h e  range  of t h e  g e n e r a l  popu la t ion  of t h e  a r e a .  



The c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  School ,  and consequen t ly  t h o s e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  

t h e  Archive,  come from a l l  walks of l i f e  and l i k e  any d i v e r s e  

group  i n c l u d e  a  v a r i e t y  and r ange  of a b i l i t i e s  and p e r s p e c t i v e s .  

The School i s  non-graded t o  a l l o w  c h i l d r e n  a t  l e a s t  two yea r s  i n  

t h e  same c l a s s  group. C la s s  groups a r e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  over lapped 

i n  a g e s ,  which f a c i l i t a t e s  an i n c l u s i v e n e s s  of c h i l d r e n  t h a t  does  

n o t  r e s t  on competency i n  s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s  o r  on narrowly-def ined 

achievement .  A major c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  placement i s  t o  keep 

f r i e n d s h i p  p a t t e r n s  i n t a c t .  

C l a s s  groups and t h e i r  d e s i g n a t i o n s  have v a r i e d  accord ing  

t o  t h e  number and c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of t h e  School popu la t ion .  A t  i t s  

maximal s i z e  of 80-90 c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  School had f o u r  groups:  

Group I ( ages  4-112 -71,  Group I1 ( ages  7-10) ,  Group I11 ( ages  

9 - 1 1 ) ,  and Middle School ( ages  1 1 - 1 4 ) .  Recent ly ,  t h e  School has  

had a  s m a l l e r  popu la t ion ,  t h e  c l a s s  groups have spanned a  b roader  

age  r a n g e ,  and t h e  c l a s s  d e s i g n a t i o n s  have changed: West 

Group ( ages  4-112  - 7 - 1 / 2 ) ,  E a s t  Group ( ages  6 - 1 1 2  -111, and 

South Group ( ages  1 1 - 1 4 ) .  T y p i c a l l y ,  t e a c h e r s  of t h e  younger 

g roup  have been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  22-27 c h i l d r e n ;  t h e  o l d e s t  group 

h a s  r a r e l y  exceeded 20. A l l  c lass rooms i n v o l v e  o t h e r  a d u l t s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  p a r e n t  v o l u n t e e r s ,  i n t e r n  t e a c h e r s ,  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  

o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  from t h e  community who a s s i s t  wi th  s p e c i f i c  

p r o j e c t s  o r  a r e a s  of i n s t r u c t i o n  such a s  photography o r  French. 

The p h y s i c a l  arrangement ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  and d a i l y  schedule  

of t h e  c lass rooms i n  1984 bea r  a  marked resemblance t o  those  



t y p i c a l  of t h e  S c h o o l ' s  e a r l i e r  y e a r s .  Each c l a s s  occupies  a 

s u i t e  o f  rooms. The younger c l a s s  groups a r e  i n  t h e  Main 

B u i l d i n g  a long  w i t h  t h e  school  l i b r a r y ;  a "Big Room" f o r  d ramat ic  

performances ,  c r e a t i v e  movement, and School a s sembl i e s ;  o f f i c e s  

f o r  t h e  School and t h e  Cente r ;  and meeting and work space  f o r  t h e  

a d u l t  programs. The o l d e s t  group,  which a l s o  used t o  be  housed 

i n  t h e  Main Bu i ld ing ,  i s  now l o c a t e d  nearby i n  i t s  own b u i l d i n g ,  

Bleau House, where t h e  Archive i s  a l s o  s t o r e d .  Both b u i l d i n g s  

were o r i g i n a l l y  r e s i d e n c e s  and t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  c lassrooms i s  

homelike.  For example, one s u i t e  of  rooms has  a f i r e p l a c e ,  

a n o t h e r  i s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  and a l l  t h e  rooms have t h e  

nooks and c r a n n i e s  t y p i c a l  of o l d  New England houses .  

The b u i l d i n g s  a r e  s e t  on t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  of North 

Bennington,  a c r o s s  t h e  street from an h i s t o r i c  mansion 

(now a h i s t o r i c a l  founda t ion  and museum) and woods. The 

ou t -of -doors  and t h e  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e  i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e  

S c h o o l ' s  c u r r i c u l a r  o f f e r i n g s  and atmosphere.  The mansion has  

been t h e  backdrop f o r  f i l m s  made by t h e  c h i l d r e n  and a r e sou rce  

f o r  t h e  s t u d y  of l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  The woods p rov ide  a major 

s e t t i n g  f o r  n a t u r e  s tudy .  Behind t h e  Main Bu i ld ing  i s  a l a r g e  

yard  f o r  games and s l edd ing .  Beyond t h e  Bleau House a r e  p a s t u r e s  

and a v i s t a  of  t h e  mountains r i n g i n g  t h e  Bennington v a l l e y .  

Classroom space ,  s chedu le ,  and m a t e r i a l s  a r e  

p lanned  t o  a l l o w  f r e e  movement and c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  i n d i v i d u a l  and 

smal l -group work, and whole-group meet ings;  and t o  i n v i t e  and 



s u p p o r t  a  v a r i e t y  of a c t i v i t i e s  and s t u d i e s .  Tables  and c h a i r s  

a r e  c a s u a l l y  a r ranged;  t h e r e  is  a  rug  a r e a  f o r  group meetings.  

C h i l d r e n  work a lone  o r  t o g e t h e r ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  of t h e  t e a c h e r .  

The schedu le  f e a t u r e s  broad t ime p e r i o d s  t h a t  a l t e r n a t e  

(1) work s e s s i o n s  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  small-group b u i l d i n g ,  making 

t h i n g s ,  drawing,  e x p r e s s i v e  and d rama t i c  a c t i v i t i e s ;  ( 2 )  

whole-group meetings t o  exchange i d e a s ,  p l an ,  be r ead  t o ,  and 

s i n g ;  ( 3 )  q u i e t  pe r iods  f o r  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g ,  and mathematics;  

and ( 4 )  t imes  f o r  outdoor  a c t i v i t i e s , . s p o r t s ,  n a t u r e  e x c u r s i o n s ,  

s h o r t  t r i p s .  I n  t h e  cou r se  of t h e  y e a r ,  a  c l a s s  schedule  may 

a l s o  i n c l u d e  b locks  of t i m e  f o r  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  such a s  d ramat ic  

p r o d u c t i o n s ,  f i l m i n g ,  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s .  

The m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  c lass rooms tend  t o  be open-ended and 

raw -- m a t e r i a l s  t o  which c h i l d r e n  can g i v e  shape and form. They 

a r e  v a r i e d  i n  response  t o  t h e  a g e  of t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  seasons  of 

t h e  y e a r ,  and t h e  tempo and i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  group. Among t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  and s t u d i e s  -- and m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e i r  p u r s u i t  -- t h a t  

t h e  c lass rooms o f f e r  a r e :  

- b u i l d i n g  and c o n s t r u c t i o n :  woodworking, b locks  of 
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s ,  o t h e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  such a s  
l egoes ,  wood s c r a p ,  e r e c t o r  s e t s ,  s t r a w s ,  tongue 
d e p r e s s o r s ,  e t c .  

- music, s i n g i n g ,  p e r c u s s i o n  and rhythm a c t i v i t i e s  

- p a i n t i n g ,  drawing,  p r i n t i n g ,  c l a y  model l ing,  c o l l a g e ,  
p las te r -mold ing ,  wax-molding: pape r s ,  p e n c i l s ,  
c h a r c o a l ,  c r a y p a s ,  markers ,  p a s t e l s ,  pens ,  tempera,  
w a t e r c o l o r ,  a c r y l i c s ,  p l a s t e r ,  c l a y ,  wax, s t o n e s ,  
s h e l l s ,  s c r e e n s ,  e t c .  

- drama t i c s :  b l o c k s ,  d r e s s -up  c l o t h i n g ,  sand and wa te r ,  



"smal l  w o r l d s , "  d o l l  houses ,  house c o r n e r s ,  s m a l l  
an imals ,  m i n i a t u r e s  

- s c i e n c e  and n a t u r e  s tudy :  " i n t e r e s t  t a b l e "  f o r  
d i s p l a y  of c o l l e c t e d  i t ems ,  magnifying g l a s s e s ,  
microscopes ,  p r i sms ,  r e f e r e n c e  books,  smal l  an ima l s ,  
"change j a r s , "  magnets, b a t t e r i e s  and b u l b s ,  p l a n t s  and 
ga rdens ,  sand and water t a b l e ,  r o c k s ,  c r y s t a l s ,  n e s t s ,  
s h e l l s ,  etc.  

- cooking,  p re se rv ing ;  gardening ;  dyeing,  sewing,  
weaving: k i t c h e n  equipment and s u p p l i e s ,  f a b r i c s ,  
y a r n s ,  t h r e a d ,  sewing equipment, looms, sewing machine, 
e t c .  

- r e a d i n g  and w r i t i n g :  book c o r n e r s ,  l i b r a r y ,  r e f e r e n c e  
books r e l a t e d  t o  a l l  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  i nc luded  i n  t h e  
c u r r i c u l u m ,  bookbinding s u p p l i e s ,  d a i l y  group r e a d i n g ,  
v i s i t s  t o  t h e  North Bennington l i b r a r y ,  d r ama t i c  
enactment  of  r ead ing  and w r i t i n g ,  d i s p l a y s  and 
c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  w r i t i n g ,  c h i l d r e n ' s  j o u r n a l s  
and self-made books, e t c .  

- mathematics:  s c a l e s  and b a l a n c e s ,  r u l e r s ,  t im ing  
d e v i c e s ,  compasses, cubes and o t h e r  manipulable 
coun t ing  u n i t s ,  b locks ,  games, c a l e n d a r s ,  e t c .  

- h i s t o r y ;  time, change, c y c l e s ;  geography: astronomy 
models and equipment,  p i c t u r e  and r e f e r e n c e  books, 
maps, b i o g r a p h i c a l  accounts ,  t ime  l i n e s ,  c a l e n d a r s ,  
d ress -up  c l o t h i n g  and d r a m a t i c s ,  l o c a l  and o r a l  h i s t o r y  
r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  School b u i l d i n g s  themse lves ,  obse rvab le  
s e a s o n a l  changes ,  t r i p s ,  e t c .  

- movement, s p o r t s :  dance,  s o c c e r ,  k i c k b a l l ,  s k i i n g ,  
s l e d d i n g ,  camping, swimming a t  t h e  Rec rea t ion  C e n t e r ,  
mats and b a r  i n  t h e  Big Room, e t c .  

- photographing and f i l m i n g :  cameras ,  dark room, p a r e n t  
and community v o l u n t e e r s  

These and o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  and m a t e r i a l s  p rov ided  by 

t e a c h e r s  and by t h e  s e t t i n g  f r e q u e n t l y  have m u l t i p l e  c u r r i c u l a r  

i m p l i c a t i o n s .  Thus, cooking may have h i s t o r i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and 

s c i e n t i f i c  a s p e c t s  wh i l e  d rama t i c s  r e l a t e s  t o  r e a d i n g ,  h i s t o r y ,  

w r i t i n g ,  and i s  prompted by c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  drawing,  



th ree-d imens iona l  a r t ,  and o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

The cu r r i cu lum grows from t h e  unde r s t and ing  t h a t  a  school  

i s  a  c e n t e r  f o r  l e a r n i n g ,  n o t  j u s t  f o r  t e a c h i n g .  The t e a c h e r s '  

c h o i c e s  of m a t e r i a l s  and a c t i v i t i e ' s  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  unde r s t and ing  

of t h e  needs and i n t e r e s t s  of c h i l d r e n  and of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

o f  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  and a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  c h i l d r e n ' s  

p r o c e s s  of i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  world .  S t u d e n t s  choose t h e i r  

e x p e r i e n c e s  and p r o j e c t s  from among t h o s e  o f f e r e d .  The i r  

c h o i c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  r e c u r r e n t  c h o i c e s ,  a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  , 

r e f l e c t  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t s  o f  

e n t r y  i n t o  making s e n s e  of t h e  world and of t h e i r  own expe r i ence .  

I n  response  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  c h o i c e s ,  t e a c h e r s  expand 

t h e  c u r r i c u l a r  m a t e r i a l s  and a c t i v i t i e s  and i n  o t h e r  ways p rov ide  

f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  s t a t e d  and impl ied  i n t e r e s t s .  Th i s  a d u l t  

r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  and s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  c h o i c e s  i s  viewed a s  

a  means o f  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d ' s  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  o f  

f o s t e r i n g  t h e  c h i l d ' s  s e n s e  of worth a s  a person and a s  a  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  member of a  group,  and of deve lop ing  connec t ion  

among t h e  d i v e r s e  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  group.  Thus t h e  s e t t i n g  i s  . 
c o n t i n u a l l y  r e s t r u c t u r e d  t o  r e f l e c t  and t o  respond t o  t h e  

m u l t i p l e  p o i n t s  of view of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d r e n  and t h e  

c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  groups formed among them. Teachers  and School 

a r e  a c t i v e  and informed p a r t n e r s  i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s ,  h e l p i n g  . 
and g u i d i n g  each c h i l d ' s  s e a r c h  f o r  knowledge and f o r  meaningful  

e x p e r i e n c e .  Academic i n s t r u c t i o n  is u s u a l l y  on an i n d i v i d u a l  



b a s i s  and is respons ive  t o  t h e  c h i l d ' s  p a r t i c u l a r  mode of 

l e a r n i n g  and th ink ing .  

The c h i l d r e n ' s  work, and thus  t h e  work i n  t h e  Archive,  

r e s u l t s  from t h e i r  own e x p l o r a t i o n s  and development of i n d i v i d u a l  

approaches  t o  m a t e r i a l s  and a c t i v i t i e s .  A s  mentioned,  t h e  

m a t e r i a l s  t end  t o  be t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  most open t o  be ing  shaped by 

c h i l d r e n  and they  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  c lass rooms,  

used f o r  t h e i r  own sake  and i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  o t h e r  s t u d i e s .  

Thus, f o r  example, a  c h i l d  i n  t h e  School may draw o r  w r i t e  by 

c h o i c e  and f r e e l y  every  day of h i s  o r  h e r  school  l i f e .  The 

School does n o t  p r e s e n t  packaged a c t i v i t i e s  o r  model p roduc ts .  

I t  does  n o t  encourage adop t ion  of "convent ions"  o r  " s t a n d a r d s '  a s  

a  way o f  ach iev ing  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  produc ts .  S p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  

i n  t e c h n i q u e s ,  when it o c c u r s ,  t y p i c a l l y  f o l l o w s  i n  t h e  wake of 

c h i l d r e n ' s  own e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  when c h i l d r e n  a s k  f o r  t echniques  o r  

methods o r  when t h e i r  work seems t o  demand it. A t  such a  moment, 

t e a c h e r s  and o t h e r  a d u l t s  o f f e r  e x t e n s i o n s  of t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  

expe r i ence  and a p p r o p r i a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o r  e x e r c i s e s .  

The School keeps r e g u l a r  d e s c r i p t i v e  and n a r r a t i v e  

r e c o r d s  on c h i l d r e n ,  groups,  and cur r icu lum i n  o r d e r  t o  make 

v i s i b l e  t h e  c h i l d ' s  growth a s  a  t h i n k e r  and l e a r n e r  i n  t h e  School 

c o n t e x t .  These r e c o r d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  n a r r a t i v e  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  a r e  t h e  

b a s i s  f o r  p roces ses  t h e  Cen te r  has  developed f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  

c h i l d ' s  p r o g r e s s ,  p roces ses  t h a t  a r e  designed t o  suppor t  and 

s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  i n d i v i d u a l  l e a r n i n g  p roces s .  On 



p r i n c i p l e ,  t h e  School does  n o t  use  g r a d e s ,  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t s ,  o r  

o t h e r  e x t e r n a l  s t a n d a r d s  of e v a l u a t i o n  t h a t  t end  t o  c a t e g o r i z e  

o r  reduce  t h e  c h i l d .  

THE PROSPECT ARCHIVE 

The p r a c t i c e  of c o l l e c t i n g  c h i l d r e n ' s  work and of 

ma in t a in ing  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s  and o b s e r v a t i o n s  began when t h e  

School  w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1965 and has  cont inued  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  

s i n c e  then .  I n  1985, t h e  Archive c o n t a i n s  work by approximate ly  

335 c h i l d r e n ,  o rgan ized  by c h i l d .  The i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d  f i l e s  

i n c l u d e  v i s u a l  work, w r i t i n g  of a l l  k inds ,  number work, and a  few 

academic ass ignments .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Archive c o n t a i n s  some 

three-d imens iona l  p i e c e s ,  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  and group work ( i n c l u d i n g  

m u r a l s ) ,  s l i d e s  of  b lock-bui ld ing  and o t h e r  three-dimensional  

work, v i d e o t a p e s  of d ramat ic  p roduc t ions ,  f i l m s  by c h i l d r e n ,  

c l a s s  newspapers,  and o t h e r  misce l laneous  p i e c e s  of c h i l d r e n ' s  

work. Some o f  t h e  f i l e s  span t h e  f u l l  t e n  y e a r s  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  

Schoo l ,  ages  4 - 1 4 .  More t y p i c a l l y ,  t h e  f i l e s  span  5-8 yea r s .  A 

f i l e  o f  f i v e  y e a r s  and more i n  l eng th  can i n c l u d e  1000-2000 

p i e c e s .  Obviously,  c h i l d r e n  who a t t ended  more b r i e f l y  have 

s h o r t e r  f i l e s .  I n  a  few c a s e s  c h i l d r e n  o r  p a r e n t s  have l a t e r  

r e t u r n e d  work o r  d e p o s i t e d  work done o u t s i d e  t h e  School ,  be fo re  

e n t e r i n g  o r  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  it. 

Work and d e s c r i p t i v e  r eco rds  have been k e p t  f o r  a l l  

c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  School.  A s  mentioned b e f o r e ,  t h e  



c h i l d r e n  r e f l e c t  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of  t h e  l o c a l  popu la t ion  from which 

t h e y  a r e  drawn. T h e i r  presence i n  t h e  School i s  wi thou t  r e s p e c t  

f o r  s p e c i a l  a b i l i t y ,  " g i f t , "  o r  l ack  t h e r e o f .  The c o l l e c t i o n  

r e f l e c t s  a  r i c h  complement of c h i l d  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a s  t h e s e  a r e  

shaped by d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  temperament and i n t e r e s t s ,  b u t  n o t  by 

narrowly-def ined school  s t a n d a r d s  and e x p e c t a t i o n s .  The range of 

t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  imagery, mediums, c o n t e n t ,  themes and 

o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  w r i t t e n  and v i s u a l  work i s  wide, and v a r i e d  i n  

c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  The c h i l d r e n ' s  approaches ,  s t y l e s ,  and s t a n c e s  

w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e i r  work a r e  e q u a l l y  d i v e r s e .  Indeed,  t h e  work 

i n  t h e  Archive i s  a s t o n i s h i n g  f o r  i t s  d i v e r s i t y  a s  w e l l  3s f o r  

i t s  r e v e l a t i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l  coherence and c o n s i s t e n c y  over t ime.  

The c o l l e c t i n g  of work has  been r e g u l a r  b u t  n o t  

s y s t e m a t i c  acco rd ing  t o  d e f i n e d  c r i t e r i a .  The c h i l d r e n ' s  work i n  

t h e  f i l e s  i s  what c h i l d r e n  l e f t  behind i n  School .  Ch i ld ren  have 

a lways been and c o n t i n u e  t o  be f r e e  t o  t a k e  home a s  much of t h e i r  

work a s  they  wish;  t h e y  know t h a t  it w i l l  go t o  t h e  Archive i f  

t h e y  l eave  it. Some c h i l d r e n  t a k e  more home than  o t h e r s  and t h e  

" r e p r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s "  o f  any given c o l l e c t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  

c h i l d ' s  t o t a l  p roduc t ion  i s  n o t  de t e rminab le .  There has  been 

no s e l e c t i o n  of work f o r  t h e  Archive on t h e  b a s i s  of  such 

c r i t e r i a  a s  " b e s t  , I 1  " r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ," o r  " f i n i s h e d . "  What was 

l e f t  was kep t - - f i n i shed  and u n f i n i s h e d ,  exper imenta l  o r  

r e p e t i t i v e ,  botched o r  p e r f e c t ,  e t c .  Within  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  t h a t  

i t  i s  p a r t i a l ,  a c h i l d ' s  f i l e  i s  a  working r eco rd .  



Drawing, p a i n t i n g ,  and w r i t i n g  a r e  b e t t e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  

t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  t h a n  o t h e r  t y p e s  of work, p r i m a r i l y  because t h e y  

are e a s i e r  t o  p r e s e r v e .  S l i d e s ,  photographs ,  o r  v ideo tapes  of 

th ree-d imens iona l ,  l a r g e ,  and t r a n s i t o r y  works ( c l a y ,  p l a s t e r ,  

mura l s ,  d ramat ic  p roduc t ions ,  sand b u i l d i n g s ,  e t c . )  have been 

made more c o n s i s t e n t l y  a t  some p e r i o d s  of t h e  S c h o o l ' s  h i s t o r y  

t h a n  a t  o t h e r s .  The r e c o r d s  on c h i l d r e n  do add res s  t h e  

r e g u l a r i t y  w i th  which a  c h i l d  chose v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  and 

mediums and u s u a l l y  prov ide  some i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  c o n t e n t  and 

s t y l e  of t h e s e  p roduc t ions .  For v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  f i l e s  t h a t  

o r i g i n a t e d  be fo re  1 9 7 0  a r e  s c a n t i e r  o v e r a l l  t h a n  l a t e r  f i l e s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  c h i l d ' s  e a r l i e s t  school  y e a r s .  

The r e c o r d s  on c h i l d r e n  c o n s i s t  p r i m a r i l y  of t e a c h e r s '  

r e c o r d s  and p a r e n t  r e p o r t s .  Teachers  main ta in  d a i l y  n o t a t i o n s  of 

academic p rog res s  i n  s k i l l  a r e a s  and a l s o  write b r i e f  n a r r a t i v e  

r e c o r d s  f o r  each c h i l d  weekly. The weekly r e c o r d s  add res s  t h e  

c h i l d ' s  cho ices  of a c t i v i t i e s  and mediums, r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  

o t h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n s  and l a r g e r  

g roup  p r o j e c t s .  These r eco rds  a r e  summarized a t  l e a s t  y e a r l y  and 

u s u a l l y  twice-year ly  i n  pa ren t  r e p o r t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t e a c h e r s  

sometimes ma in t a in  o t h e r  n o t e s  documenting a  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t  o r  

a d d r e s s i n g  a  s p e c i f i c  a s p e c t  o f  c lass room l i f e .  

The r e c o r d s  may inc lude  d e s c r i p t i v e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  of t h e  

c h i l d  drawn from "format ion  of group" o b s e r v a t i o n s  done a t  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  of each schoo l  year  o r  from t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  by t e a c h e r  



i n t e r n s  o r  o t h e r s  engaged on s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  o r  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  

t e a c h e r  i n  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  of  t h e  

c h i l d ' s  l i f e  i n  s choo l .  There may a l s o  be  n o t e s  of p e r i o d i c  

s t a f f  rev iews  of t h e  c h i l d  t h a t  d e s c r i b e  t h e  c h i l d ' s  p h y s i c a l  

p r e s e n c e  and g e s t u r e ,  temperament, r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  o t h e r s ,  

i n t e r e s t s  and a c t i v i t i e s ,  and formal l e a r n i n g .  These rev iews  

c u l m i n a t e  i n  recommendations f o r  t h e  suppor t  of t h e  c h i l d ' s  

growth and l e a r n i n g .  Other  a d d i t i o n s  may i n c l u d e  p e r i o d i c  

d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  c h i l d ' s  a r t  o r  w r i t i n g  p roduc t s ,  o r  

i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h e r  o r  c h i l d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a  range  o f  

t o p i c s  such as t h e  c h i l d ' s  approach t o  r e a d i n g ,  r e c u r r e n t  

t h e m a t i c  i n t e r e s t s ,  e t c .  

* * * * *  

Although t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  work and r e c o r d s  were ga the red  

from t h e  S c h o o l ' s  founding i n  1965, t h e  Archive i t s e l f  d i d  n o t  

come i n t o  be ing  u n t i l  1979. I t  was an outgrowth of a  long 

h i s t o r y  of deve lop ing  ways of u s ing  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t o  suppor t  

d e c i s i o n s  abou t  c h i l d r e n ' s  educa t ion  and t o  form t h e  b a s i s  f o r  

t e a c h e r  development and program e v a l u a t i o n .  

A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l  was used p r i m a r i l y  t o  h e l p  

t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  School unde r s t and ,  e v a l u a t e ,  and extend t h e  

t h i n k i n g  and l e a r n i n g  of t h e i r  s t u d e n t s ,  and t h i s  remains a n  

i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n  of c o n t i n u i n g  t o  c o l l e c t  it. In  1968, a s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  S c h o o l ' s  use  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  i t s  s e l f - e v a l u a t i o n  

f o r  T i t l e  I11 funding ,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  c h i l d r e n ' s  



work and d e s c r i p t i v e  r eco rds  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  c l a s s rooms ,  

cu r r i cu lum,  and c h i l d r e n  were recognized  and P r o s p e c t  began t o  

deve lop  ways of s h a r i n g  i t s  p r o c e s s e s  of u s ing  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  t o  

r ev i ew t each ing  p r a c t i c e .  During t h e  1970s,  P r o s p e c t  developed a  

t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  program based on t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s ,  an 

Exper ienced P r o f e s s i o n a l s  program, and annual  Summer I n s t i t u t e s  

t o  which p u b l i c  school  t e a c h e r s  from v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  count ry  

come t o  l e a r n  about  c h i l d r e n  and t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  th rough  s tudy  of 

t h e i r  work and of t h e i r  obse rvab le  l i f e  i n  s c h o o l .  A l l  of t h e s e  

programs a r e  s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e .  

The fo l lowing  a r e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  of t h e  u s e  of c h i l d r e n ' s  

work f o r  t h e  educa t ion  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  development of  t e a c h e r s :  

- The s tudy  of c h i l d r e n ' s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  modes o f  l e a r n i n g  a s  

t h e s e  modes r e l a t e  t o  l e a r n i n g  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s k i l l ,  e .g . ,  

r ead ing .  

"Mate r i a l s :  compiled produc ts  and r e c o r d s  on t h r e e  
c h i l d r e n  from age 5 th rough  age 1 0  

- Learning how t o  observe and d e s c r i b e  c h i l d r e n ' s  p roduc ts  a s  

an  acces s  t o  l e a r n i n g  mode, t h e  c h i l d ' s  i n t e r e s t s ,  and a l s o  

t o  cur r icu lum themes. 

*Mate r i a l s :  c o l l e c t i o n s  of c h i l d r e n ' s  w r i t i n g  on 
i s o l a t i o n ,  on war and peace,  and on house;  t h e  
w r i t i n g  o f  two i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d r e n  from age 5 - 
10; c o l l e c t i o n s  of drawings  of b a t t l e s  and 
supe rhe roes ,  houses ,  and one c h i l d ' s  drawings  over  
an 8 yea r  per iod  

- Development of an i n t e g r a t i v e  cur r icu lum from t h e  use  of 



c l a y  i n  t h e  c lassroom. 

*Mate r i a l s :  c l a y  o b j e c t s  made by t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  
who explored  d i f f e r e n t  m o t i f s :  human f i g u r e s ,  
m i n i a t u r e  implements, animal  forms 

A d d i t i o n a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and d e s c r i p t i o n s o f  t h e  work a t  Prospec t  

based  on t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  work and t e a c h e r s '  r ecordkeeping  a r e  

a v a i l a b l e  i n  two monographs by P a t r i c i a  C a r i n i ,  bo th  publ i shed  by 

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of North Dakota Study Group on Eva lua t ion :  

Obse rva t ion  and D e s c r i p t i o n :  An A l t e r n a t i v e  Methodology f o r  

t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  of Human Phenomena (1975) and The A r t  of 

See ing  and The V i s i b i l i t y  of t h e  Person (1979) .  

P rospec t  has  r e c e i v e d  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  of suppor t  f o r  

s h a r i n g  i t s  p roces ses  i n  t h e  form of funding- f o r  i t s  own 

programs and f o r  i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s .  .The Summer 

I n s t i t u t e s ,  f o r  example, have been funded f o r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  

i n  p a r t  by t h e  J e s s i e  Smith Noyes Foundat ion.  From 1972-77, 

P r o s p e c t  r ece ived  major funding  from t h e  Rocke fe l l e r  Bro thers  

Fund t o  work w i t h  p u b l i c  school  t e a c h e r s  and t e a c h e r  c e n t e r s  i n  

N e w  York C i t y ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Pa t e r son  N J ,  t h e  Boston a r e a ,  San 

F r a n c i s c o ,  Cleve land ,  and Har t fo rd  VT t o  r e f i n e  and a d a p t  i t s  

p r o c e s s e s  a s  neces sa ry  f o r  l o c a l  and p a r t i c u l a r  c i r cums tances .  

The S c h o o l ' s  p rocedures  became p a r t  of a major s tudy  o f  

c h i l d r e n ' s  e n t r y  i n t o  r e a d i n g  conducted by t h e  Educa t iona l  

T e s t i n g  S e r v i c e  from 1977-79 and o f  a  f i ve -yea r  e v a l u a t i o n  of N e w  

York S t a t e ' s  s t a t e w i d e  Pre-Kindergar ten Program(1975-80). (The 

ETS s t u d y ,  by Anne B u s s i s ,  Edward Ch i t t enden ,  and Marianne 



Amarel, is about  t o  be pub l i shed  by Lawrence Erlbaum P u b l i s h e r s ) .  

The NYS s t u d y  was p a r t i a l l y  publ i shed  a s  The School Lives  o f  

Seven Ch i ld ren :  A Five  Year Study,  by P a t r i c i a  F. C a r i n i ,  Grand 

Forks: U n i v e r s i t y  of North Dakota, 1982 . )  

A s  P rospec t  con t inued  t o  work w i t h  t e a c h e r s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

p l a c e s  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  deve lop ,  through t h e  t e a c h e r s '  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  ways of g a i n i n g  i n s i g h t  i n t o  

l e a r n i n g  and t h i n k i n g  th rough  s tudy  of c h i l d r e n ' s  work. Through 

t h i s  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  i n q u i r y ,  it became c l e a r e r  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  

work a t  P r o s p e c t ,  which inc luded  t h e  p roduc t s  of  i n d i v i d u a l  

c h i l d r e n  spanning a  p e r i o d  of y e a r s  i n  a  way t h a t  was d i f f i c u l t  

t o  c o l l e c t  i n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  p u b l i c  school  s e t t i n g ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  

an unusua l ,  perhaps  un ique ,  r e sou rce .  Thought w a s  g iven  t o  how 

such a  r e s o u r c e  could  be made more broadly  a v a i l a b l e .  The f i r s t  

s t e p s  were t o  r ecogn ize  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  a s  an  e n t i t y  by naming i t  

and by d e s i g n i n g  an  i n t e g r a t e d  system f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  it. In  1979 

P r o s p e c t  was r eo rgan ized  i n t o  a  Cente r  c o n s i s t i n g  of t h e  School ,  

t h e  Archive,  and t h e  Adult  Education and Research programs. A 

p r o j e c t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  Archive,  which c a l l e d  f o r  a r r ang ing  

t h e  m a t e r i a l s  by c h i l d  and c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ,  had been drawn up two 

y e a r s  e a r l i e r  w i t h  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  Rocke fe l l e r  B r o t h e r s  Fund 

g r a n t .  Beginning i n  1979 a  CETA-funded A r c h i v i s t  e f f e c t e d  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  and under took  s e v e r a l  

e x h i b i t i o n s  of t h e  work on t h e  themes of "house ,"  "sun ,"  and 

" t r e e .  " 



THE REFERENCE E D I T I O N  

The Reference E d i t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  nex t  major ,  and most 

r e c e n t ,  s t e p  i n  making t h e  Archive more a v a i l a b l e .  I t  has  

s e v e r a l  purposes .  I t  prov ides  s t u d y  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  f o r  t hose  who 

c a n n o t  come t o  P rospec t  and f o r  a  l a r g e r  audience t h a n  could be 

accommodated by P r o s p e c t .  I t  makes access p o s s i b l e  w i thou t  

b reach ing  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  of c h i l d r e n  and f a m i l i e s ,  s i n c e  

p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  r ep roduc t ion  i n c l u d e s  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  of 

pseudonyms and t h e  e d i t i n g  o u t  of c e r t a i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  r e f e r e n c e s .  

The Reference E d i t i o n  i s  a  way of p r e s e r v i n g  p a r t  of t h e  

c o l l e c t i o n  beyond i t s  e s t ima ted  l i f e  and of minimizing use  of t h e  

o r i g i n a l s ,  which a r e  on o rd ina ry  schoo l  paper  and a r e  a l r e a d y  

d e t e r i o r a t i n g .  

Con ten t s  of t h e  Reference E d i t i o n  and C r i t e r i a  f o r  I n c l u s i o n  

and Exc lus ion  of Ch i ld  Work and Records:  

The Reference E d i t i o n  w i l l  c o n s i s t  of t h e  work and 

r e c o r d s  of a  number of t h e  c h i l d r e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  Archive. 

C r i t e r i a  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  have inc luded  t h e  ba l ance  of boys and 

g i r l s  and t h e  number o f  y e a r s  spanned by t h e  f i l e .  A minimum of 

f i v e  c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s  was s e t  i n  o r d e r  t o  ensu re  t h e  adequacy of 

t h e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s t u d i e s .  The c h i l d r e n  s e l e c t e d  

r e p r e s e n t  t h e  S c h o o l ' s  popula t ion  and t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of  th ink ing  

and l e a r n i n g  among i t s  s t u d e n t s ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s  t h a t  no 



c h i l d r e n  who were m u l t i p l y  handicapped,  s u f f e r i n g  from g r o s s  

n e u r o l o g i c a l  o r  psychologica l  damage, o r  " p r o d i g i e s '  a r e  

i nc luded .  V i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  wh i t e ,  a s  is t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  sur rounding  a r e a .  

A l l  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  work f i l e  i s  i n c l u d e d ,  wi th  

e x c e p t i o n s  having t o  do mostly w i t h  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o r  w i t h  t h e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  of  i n t e g r a t i n g  i n t o  t h e  f i l m i n g  c e r t a i n  p i e c e s  of 

work by t h e  c h i l d .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of c h i l d  work, t h e  fo l lowing  

c r i t e r i a  f o r  withdrawal from r e p r o d u c t i o n  have been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

a l t hough  t h e  occas ion  f o r  use  of some of them has  n o t  a r i s e n :  

(1) t h e  c h i l d ' s  name is so  much a  p a r t  of t h e  work t h a t  it can 

n o t  be masked; ( 2 )  t h e  work is a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  and s p e c i f i c ,  

e . g . ,  a  s e l f - p o r t r a i t  t h a t  resembles  t h e  c h i l d  o r  a  f a m i l y  

member; ( 3 )  t h e  worl; is an i d e n t i f i a b l e  p o r t r a i t  of  someone e l s e  

whose i d e n t i f y i n g  l a b e l  cannot  be masked; ( 3 )  t h e  work r e p r e s e n t s  

a  l i f e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  i s  so  p a r t i c u l a r  a s  t o  be d i s c l o s i n g  and 

canno t  be g e n e r a l i z e d ,  bu t ,  f o r  example,  accounts  of  v a c a t i o n s  t o  

"New York C i ty"  a r e  cons idered  common enough t o  be l e f t  i n ;  ( 4 )  

t h e  work, e s p e c i a l l y  w r i t t e n  and a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  work, i s  

s e l f - d e p r e c i a t i n g  o r  demeaning; ( 5 )  t h e  work o c c u r s  i n  m u l t i p l e s  

done a t  t h e  same t ime ,  e.g. t i s s u e  d o i l i e s ,  i n  which c a s e  on ly  

one example has  been f i lmed .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  i n s t a n c e ,  a  

d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  made between " m u l t i p l e s "  and work i n  s e r i e s  o r  

where t h e r e  i s  v a r i a t i o n  and expe r imen ta t ion .  Most, b u t  n o t  a l l ,  

academic work, i n c l u d i n g  number work, has  been reproduced.  The 



above e x c e p t i o n s  g e n e r a l l y  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  of o n l y  a  t i n y  

f r a c t i o n  of p i e c e s ,  perhaps t e n  o u t  of  a  f i l e  of over  1000 items, 

i f  t h a t .  

L i m i t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  p roces s  made it imposs ib le  

t o  i n c l u d e  group work o r  o t h e r  work by t h e  c h i l d  t h a t  f o r  some 

r eason  i s  n o t  s t o r e d  wi th  h i s  o r  h e r  main f i l e  i n  t h e  Archive.  

Thus, works bound wi th  c l a s s  newspapers,  f o r  example, a r e  n o t  

u s u a l l y  p a r t  of t h e  Reference E d i t i o n .  The mic ro f i lming  and 

s l i d e  p r o c e s s e s  a l s o  precluded r e p r o d u c t i o n  of th ree-d imens iona l  

p i e c e s ,  excep t  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  on photograph,  o r  work exceeding 

3x4 '  i n  s i z e .  

The t y p e s c r i p t  of r eco rds  f o r  a  c h i l d  i n c l u d e s  t h e  

o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  d a i l y  and weekly t e a c h e r  r e c o r d s ,  p a r e n t  r e p o r t s ,  

s t a f f  rev iews ,  and o t h e r  d e s c r i p t i v e  accoun t s .  No a p p l i c a t i o n  

m a t e r i a l  o r  t e s t  s c o r e s  (which i n  any c a s e  o n l y  e x i s t  i n  a  very 

few of t h e  e a r l i e s t  f i l e s ) .  The t y p e s c r i p t s  have been e d i t e d  t o  

ensu re  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  nex t  s e c t i o n .  

P r o v i s i o n s  f o r  C o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  and Pr ivacy :  

. Each c h i l d  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  Archive has  a  pseudonym; 

t e a c h e r s  and o t h e r  a d u l t s  r e g u l a r l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  P rospec t  have 

psuedonymous i n i t i a l s .  I n  a  c h i l d ' s  r e c o r d s ,  pseudonyms a r e  

s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  names of t h e  c h i l d  and of o t h e r  

c h i l d r e n  wherever t h e y  appeared.  Gener ic  d e s i g n a t i o n s  a r e  

s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  fami ly  names (e .g . ,  mother,  c o u s i n ) .  



O c c a s i o n a l l y  a  c h i l d ' s  non-Prospect  f r i e n d  o r  a  v i s i t i n g  a d u l t ,  

who are n o t  a  r e g u l a r  p a r t  of t h e  P rospec t  c i r c l e ,  w i l l  be g iven  

an  a r b i t r a r y  pseudonym. I n  c h i l d r e n ' s  a r twork ,  names have s imply 

been masked. I n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g ,  pseudonyms have been s u b s t i t u t e d .  

I d e n t i f y i n g  r e f e r e n c e s ,  such a s  uncommon i l l n e s s e s  

s u f f e r e d  by a  c h i l d ,  have been r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  g e n e r a l i z e d  te rms .  

The p r o p e r  names of l o c a l  p l a c e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  have been 

removed o r  rep laced  by g e n e r i c  names. Other m a t e r i a l  t h a t  might 

be  i d e n t i f y i n g  o r  p o t e n t i a l l y  i n t r u s i v e  is a l s o  excluded from t h e  

Re fe rence  E d i t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from t h e  r e c o r d s  and t h e  c h l i d ' s  

v r i t i n g .  For example, r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  socio-economic 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of t h e  f a m i l y ,  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  background and 

employment of p a r e n t s ,  and t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  towards school  and 

l e a r n i n g  have been e l i m i n a t e d .  

A l l  pseudonyms o r  s u b s t i t u t e  i d e n t i f y i n g  d a t a  a r e  

i n d i c a t e d  by p a r e n t h e s e s ;  d e l e t e d  m a t e r i a l  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by an 

e l l i p s i s  . Grammatical e d i t i n g  of t e a c h e r  n o t e s  has  been 

done o n l y  when neces sa ry  f o r  c l a r i t y  and i s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d .  

Obvious ly  t h e  need t o  withdraw a  p i e c e  of work o r  t o  e d i t  o u t  a  

s e c t i o n  of r eco rds  w a s  o f t e n  n o t  c l e a r - c u t .  Dec is ions  were made 

on a  case-by-case b a s i s  and wherever t h e r e  was a  q u e s t i o n ,  it w a s  

made i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h o s e  most f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  

The f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  was t o  ma in t a in  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y .  The meaning 

and s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  f i l e s  a r e  n o t  be l i eved  t o  

depend on any one item o r  document, b u t  on t h e  agg rega t e .  From 



t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  of t h o s e  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  A r c h i v e ' s  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  and p r ivacy  do 

n o t  impose s e r i o u s  l i m i t a t i o n s  on t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of  t h e  Reference 

E d i t i o n  f o r  educa t ion  and r e s e a r c h  -- n o t  n e a r l y  s o  s e r i o u s ,  f o r  

example, a s  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of r e p r o d u c t i o n  i t s e l f  on t h e  s tudy  

of o r i g i n a l  a r twork .  Perhaps one o f  t h e  most s e r i o u s  l i m i t a t i o n s  

of c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  i s  t h a t ,  s i n c e  c h i l d r e n  canno t  be i d e n t i f i e d  

a s  s i b l i n g s ,  s t u d i e s  of s i b l i n g  i n f l u e n c e ,  commonality, and 

d i f f e r e n c e ,  of which some f a s c i n a t i n g  examples e x i s t ,  cannot  be 

done from t h e  Reference E d i t i o n .  

Organ iza t ion  and Cata loguing  o f  t h e  Reference E d i t i o n :  

The Reference E d i t i o n  i s  a  multi-media work t a k i n g  t h e  

form of mic ro f i che ,  s l i d e s ,  and t y p e s c r i p t s .  Within  each of 

t h e s e  forms it i s  a r ranged  by c h i l d  and c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  

w i t h i n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  f i l e ,  a s  i n  t h e  Archive i t s e l f .  The s p e c i f i c  

c o n t e n t s  and arrangement of  m a t e r i a l  w i t h i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

components of t h e  Reference E d i t i o n  a r e  as fo l lows :  



( C h i l d )  

Microf iche  ( b l a c k  on w h i t e ) :  I n t r o d u c t i o n  

Catalogue summary 

Year 1: Annotated & d e s c r i p t i v e  c a t a l o g u e  of y e a r ' s  work 

C h i l d ' s  complete a r t  and w r i t i n g  

Year 2: ... e t c .  

Undated work 

S l i d e s  ( c o l o r ) :  S e l e c t e d  items o f  a r t  and w r i t i n g  i n  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r d e r  

Bound t y p e s c r i p t :  I n t r o d u c t i o n  

Glossa ry  

Year 1: Teacher r e c o r d s ,  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  e t c .  

Year 2: , 1 . . . 

The mic ro f i che  i s  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e  a  complete v e r s i o n  

o f  a l l  t h e  work i n  a c h i l d ' s  f i l e ,  wi th  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s  noted 

above. I t  i s  a r r anged  i n  s e t s ,  each s e t  f e a t u r i n g  t h e  work o f  

one c h i l d .  A set i n c l u d e s  t h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  a  summary c a t a l o g u e  

o f  t h e  c h i l d ' s  work, and a  year-by-year,  item-by-item d i s p l a y  o f  

t h e  work. The summary c a t a l o g u e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i s  in t ended  t o  

g i v e  t h e  r e a d e r  a  qu ick  i d e a  of t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  f i l e  and 

t h e r e b y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  f i l e s  r e l e v a n t  f o r  t h e  

r e a d e r ' s  purpose.  I t  g i v e s  t h e  ages  and y e a r s  of  work 

r e p r e s e n t e d ;  e s t i m a t e s  t h e  c h i l d ' s  t o t a l  p roduc t ion ;  p rov ides  an  



overview of t h e  c h i l d ' s  major m o t i f s ,  themes, s t y l i s t i c  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and s h i f t s  o r  t r a n s i t i o n s  i n  v i s u a l  and w r i t t e n  

work; and l i s t s  o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  sou rces  and d a t a  on t h e  c h i l d .  

Each yea r  of  a c h i l d ' s  work is preceded by a c a t a l o g u e  

of t h e  y e a r ' s  work i n  which a r e  g iven  t h e  numbers of items i n  

each  medium; in fo rma t ion  on p a r t i c u l a r  i t ems  such a s  t h o s e  bound 

t o g e t h e r  i n  a  book and sometimes a  l i s t i n g  of c o l l a b o r a t i v e  work 

(which i s  n o t  i nc luded  i n  t h e  Reference E d i t i o n ) ;  i n fo rma t ion  on 

mot i f s  and s t y l e  i n  v i s u a l  and w r i t t e n  work; and major changes 

from t h e  prev ious  year .  The work f o r  t h e  y e a r  i s  subdiv ided  i n t o  

" sma l l "  (up t o  12x17") and "b ig"  work ( u p  t o  3 x 4 ' ) .  Small work 

appea r s  f i r s t  and i s  a r ranged  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  o r d e r :  (1) v i s u a l ,  

w r i t t e n ,  and number work t h a t  has  month and day d a t e s ,  i n  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r d e r ,  and i n t e r l e a v e d ;  ( 2 )  undated examples of 

work, s e p a r a t e d  i n t o  v i s u a l ,  w r i t t e n ,  combinat ion 

v i sua l - and -wr i t t en ,  and number groups.  Some e f f o r t  has  been made 

t o  f u r t h e r  group p i e c e s  t h a t  seem r e l a t e d ,  e . g . ,  p i c t u r e s  of 

f a c e s  o r  poems, bu t  t h i s  has n o t  been r i g o r o u s .  Big work, which 

i s  a lmos t  always v i s u a l ,  appea r s  i n  a  s i m i l a r  o r d e r ,  d a t e d  work 

f i r s t , .  t hen  undated.  Work t h a t  cannot  be p o s i t i v e l y  d a t e d  t o  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  y e a r  appears  s e p a r a t e l y ,  w i th  n o t e s ,  a t  t h e  end of t h e  

e n t i r e  c h i l d  f i l e .  

Each p i e c e  of c h i l d  work i s  reproduced wi th  t h e  c h i l d ' s  

pseudonym and an i n d i v i d u a l  i t e m  number r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  year  o f  

p r o d u c t i o n  and t h e  p l a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  y e a r ' s  f i l e .  For example, 



t h e  number " (Sean )  4 . 1 "  i s  t h e  f i r s t  item i n  ( S e a n ' s )  f i l e  f o r  

t h e  academic y e a r  i n  which he  w a s  age  4 i n  September. On 

unda ted  work, t h e  letters "nd" (no d a t e )  a r e  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  

age  of t h e  c h i l d .  Numbers o f  " b i g "  work a r e  preceded by "B."  A 

few f i l e s  a r e  p a r t i a l l y  numbered u s i n g  a  p rev ious  system i n  which 

t h e  numbers run i n  series through  a l l  y e a r s  of a  c h i l d ' s  work, 

beg inn ing  1.1 t o  1 . 9 ,  t h e n  2.1 t o  2 .9 ,  e t c .  i n d e f i n i t e l y .  

I d i o s y n c r a s i e s  i n  t h e  numbering of a  f i l e  should be no ted  i n  t h e  

c a t a l o g u e  summary. 

C o l l a b o r a t i v e  o r  group work i s  numbered i n  a  s e p a r a t e  

series i n  which t h e  f i r s t  d i g i t s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  c a l e n d a r  year  i n  

September of t h e  y e a r  i n  which t h e  work was done and a r e  preceded 

by "G" o r ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  b i g  group  work, by "GB." A smal l  work 

done i n  January  1976 might be numbered "G75 .55 . "  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  

t h e  i t em number fo l lowing  t h e  decimal  i s  a r b i t r a r y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  

t o  t h e  work of any one c h i l d .  Group work i s  r e f e r e n c e d  on t h e  

annua l  c a t a l o g u e  summaries, a l t hough  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  it does 

n o t  appear  on t h e  mic ro f i che .  

P o s i t i v e  microf i c h e  w a s  chosen  over  n e g a t i v e  microf i c h e  , 
even though t h i s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  n e g a t i v e  paper c o p i e s  on most 

c u r r e n t  microf i lm c o p i e r s ,  because  t h e  microf iche  r a t h e r  than t h e  

paper  copy can b e s t  r e f l e c t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  work i n  s e v e r a l  ways. 

The a r twork  i s  a lmos t  imposs ib l e  t o  " r ead"  i n  a  n e g a t i v e  form due 

t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of i m a g i n a t i v e l y  r e v e r s i n g  and r e c r e a t i n g  t h e  

t o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  which a r e  more v a r i e d  than 



i n  w r i t t e n  work. Moreover, microf iche  r e a d e r s  w i t h  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  2% magn i f i ca t ion  w i l l  show t h e  work a t  t h e  s i z e  

o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  which a l s o  a f f e c t s  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  g r a s p  

t h e  work ' s  impac t ,  whereas microf iche  paper  c o p i e r s  w i l l  no t .  

The c o l o r  s l i d e s  r e p r e s e n t  a  s e l e c t i o n  of approximate ly  

2 0 0  p i e c e s  p e r  c h i l d  of t h e  work on mic ro f i che .  The s l i d e s  a r e  

i n t e n d e d  t o  p rov ide  some i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  c h i l d ' s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

c o l o r  c h o i c e s  and t o  g i v e  u s e r s  examples of t h e  c h i l d ' s  hand i n  

b e t t e r  r e p r o d u c t i o n  t h a n  microf iche  a l l ows .  The s l i d e s  a r e  

a l s o  u s e f u l  f o r  t e a c h i n g  purposes .  They a r e  a r r anged  i n  

sets by c h i l d  and i t em number, cor responding  t o  i t em numbers an 

t h e  microf  i c h e .  

The t y p e s c r i p t s  c o n s i s t  of t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  e d i t e d  r e c o r d s ,  

bound i n  volumes by c h i l d .  Each volume i s  p re faced  by t h i s  

i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  c a t a l o g u e  summary of t h e  c h i l d ' s  work, and a  

g l o s s a r y  of terms commonly-used i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  and p a r t i c u l a r  t o  

t h e  School ,  such a s  room d e s i g n a t i o n s .  The r e c o r d s  a r e  a r ranged  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ,  w i t h  t e a c h e r s '  d a i l y  and weekly n o t e s ,  p a r e n t  

r e p o r t s ,  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  e t c .  i n t e r l e a v e d .  

Supplementary M a t e r i a l  and Future  Addi t ions :  

C e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of t h e  Reference E d i t i o n  and i t s  t r a n s f e r  

t o  t h e  Ches t e r  F r i t z  L i b r a r y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  North Dakota 

a r e  s t i l l  be ing  worked o u t  a s  t h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i s  w r i t t e n .  

Among t h e s e  a r e  what supplementary m a t e r i a l  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e .  I t  
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